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COUNT 1

EpidEMiC Of laWNESSNESS
SpikE iN hOMiCidES aNd viOlENT CriMES

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following accu-
sation: That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State of 
California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure of leader-
ship, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime victims, which re-
sulted in out of control rise in violent crimes, including a 31 percent increase in homicide 
rates and a sharp increase in violent crimes.

• The 31 percent jump in homicides made 2020 the 
deadliest year since 2007. Minorities are more likely 
to be the victims of violent crime. 

• Blacks accounted for nearly 1/3 of all victims. 
They account for six percent of the total population. 

• Latinos made up 45 percent and white people 
made up 16 percent of homicide victims.

• In 2020, there were 2,202 homicides, which is 523 
more than in 2019. 

• Aggravated assault increased 8.8 percent in 2020. 
Of the total homicides in 2020, 28 percent were gang 
related, seven percent were related to domestic 
violence, and 8.5 percent were connected to rape, 
robbery or burglary.

• Murders in Los Angeles County have spiked 
nearly 200 percent in 2021, compared to the same 
time in 2020.

California homicides jump 31% in 2020, reaching highest total in 13 years: Associated Press, 2021 https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-01/

california-homicides-jump-31-in-2020-the-most-in-13-years

2020 Homicide in California: California Department of Justice, 2020 

https://dataopenjustice.doj.ca.gov/sites/default/fi les/2021-06/Homicide%20In%20CA%202020.pdf   

Murders in Los Angeles up nearly 200%, violent crime rising at rapid pace, sheriff ’s statistics show: Fox News, 2021

https://www.foxnews.com/us/violent-crime-los-angeles-rapid-pace-sheriff s-statistics-show

“liars can fi gure and 
fi gures can lie, but they 
can’t hide the bodies.”

The reason why the sharp rise in homicide 
rates and car thefts are signifi cant is because 
NEWSOM cannot fudge with the numbers to 
try and convince us that crime is not on the 
rise. By decriminalizing crimes, he will try to 
say the crime rates have remained the same. 
However, you can’t make a crime victim un-
dead and you can’t make a stolen car reappear. 

NEWSOM has never stood up to the “Defund 

the Police” movement and created the 

epidemic of lawlessness in California.



COUNT 2

NEWSOM gavE 76,000 fElONS, iNClUdiNg MaNy 
WiTh SEriOUS aNd/Or viOlENT CONviCTiONS ON 

ThEir rECOrd, ThE gifT Of Early rElEaSE. 

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following 
accusation:That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the 
State of California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure 
of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime victims, 
by releasing 76,000 felons, including many with serious and/or violent convictions on 
their record. In 2019 and 2020, under NEWSOM, more than one-third of prisoners 
(almost 5,000) were granted parole, after a parole hearing, despite opposition from 
law enforcement and desperate pleas from crime victims. 

• Some of the early released felons were COVID-19 positive which is a hazard to public health 
and safety. 

• With little notice to the public and crime victims, violent and repeat felons became 
eligible for early release. 

• These paroled prisoners have on their record murder, carjacking, robbery, and kidnapping. 

• Among the eligible felons, 20,000 are serving life sentences, 10,000 are second strikers, and 
2,900 are third strikers.  

• NEWSOM kept good on his campaign promise of closing prisons – doing so on executive 
order. He mishandled the issue without considering the repercussions on public safety and 
failed to protect the victims and their families. 

Amid COVID-19, California releases some inmates doing time for murder. Advocates push to free more: Richard Winton, 2020 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-09/covid-19-california-releases-violent-crime-murder-prisoners

State Prison Approves Early Release of Inmate Serving Life Sentence for Arson and Threats to Rape and Kill, as a Result of Covid-19 Concerns: Yolo Coun-
ty District Attorney, 2020 https://yoloda.org/state-prison-approves-early-release-of-inmate-serving-life-sentence-for-arson-and-threats-to-rape-and-kill-as-
a-result-of-covid-19-concerns/ 

76,000 California inmates to be eligible for earlier release: Associated Press, 2021
 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/76-000-california-inmates-be-eligible-earlier-release-n1266044



Amid COVID-19, California releases some inmates doing time for murder. Advocates push to free more: Richard Winton, 2020 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-09/covid-19-california-releases-violent-crime-murder-prisoners

State Prison Approves Early Release of Inmate Serving Life Sentence for Arson and Threats to Rape and Kill, as a Result of Covid-19 Concerns: Yolo Coun-
ty District Attorney, 2020 https://yoloda.org/state-prison-approves-early-release-of-inmate-serving-life-sentence-for-arson-and-threats-to-rape-and-kill-as-
a-result-of-covid-19-concerns/ 

76,000 California inmates to be eligible for earlier release: Associated Press, 2021
 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/76-000-california-inmates-be-eligible-earlier-release-n1266044

Tereba Williams

Santiago Cruz David Weidert

Terebea Williams (right top) shot her boyfriend, Kevin Ruska (right be-
low), and drove 750 miles with him bleeding in the trunk of her car. She 
tied him to a chair in a motel, leaving one of his legs free so he could 
stomp for help, and left him for dead. Williams only served 22 years of 
an 84-year-to-life sentence.

“For her to only be behind bars for 22 years, less than the amount of 
time that he was alive … Shame on you for putting these victims and 
their families through this trauma all over again,” 

- Dena Love, victim’s sister

“While Corrections told us they were releasing her just a few days be-
fore, there is no transparency, and we have no other explanation for 
her release … There is no reason for failing to listen to the family of a 
victim who su� ered truly horrifically.”

- Yolo County Assistant Chief Deputy District Attorney Melinda Aiello

In 1997, Santiago Cruz was 
convicted with criminal 
threats and, under the three 
strikes law, he was sentenced 
to 125-years-to-life. Cruz had 
repeatedly harassed ex-wife, 
stalked her boyfriend, threw 
Molotov cocktails at their 
house as they slept, phoned 
the teenage daughter of the 
new boyfriend, and “threat-
ened to rape her while her 
father watched, kill her and 
then kill her father.” In July of 
last year, Cruz was released 
early. As a result, Cruz’s ex-
wife now lives in fear and 
states, she feels like she’s 
the one in prison. 

In 1980, David Weidert was con-
victed of murdering a 20-year-old 
developmentally disable man to 
cover up a $500 burglary.  Weidert 
and an accomplice lured Morganti 
into a car, took him to an isolated 
place, forced him to dig his own 
grave, beat him with a baseball 
bat and a shovel, stabbed him with 
a knife, choked him with a tele-
phone wire, and buried him alive, 
causing Michael Morganti die from 
su� ocation. Strange, just last year 
even NEWSOM thought Weidert 
“currently poses an unreasonable 
danger to society if released from 
prison at this time.”

RELEA
SED

RELEA
SED

RELEA
SED



COUNT 3

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following 
accusation: That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in 
the State of California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and 
failure of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime 
victims, by granting 14 pardons, 13 commutations and eight medical reprieves for 
murderers and their helpers, bank robbers, armed robbers, kidnappers, killers for 
hire, and assaulters with fi rearms. 

California’s post-prison chaos. Thousands released early, including many with coronavirus: Robert Lewis, 2020 https://calmatters.org/justice/2020/08/cali-
fornia-prisons-early-release-coronavirus/

Gov. Newsom Pardons Murderers, Bank Robbers, Kidnappers, Killer for Hire: Katy Grimes, 2021 https://californiaglobe.com/section-2/gov-newsom-par-
dons-murderers-bank-robbers-kidnappers-killer-for-hire/

• 14 Pardons
• 13 Commutations
• 8 Medical Reprieves

• Bank Robbers
• Armed Robbers
• Kidnappers
• Killers for hire
• Assaults with fi rearms

gET OUT Of 
jail frEE

On the Friday before 
Memorial Day weekend, 

NEWSOM granted clemency 
in hopes of burying the news. 

He then tried to spin it as 
pardoning fi refi ghters when 
only two of the pardons and 

commutations were 
inmate fi refi ghter.

pardONS, COMMUNiCaTiONS, rEpriEvES, Oh My!

fOr



ON 
NEWSOM’S

Fantasy Island
hE STill 

SUppOrTS
prOpOSiTiON

47

COUNT 4

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following accusation: That defendant 
NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State of California, committed dereliction of duty, ab-
solute incompetence, and failure of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime 
victims, by consistently supporting laws and policies that have resulted in soaring property crimes. Proposition 47 
is a disastrous law that allowed thieves to commit crimes with zero consequences. The propositions reclassifi ed 
several felonies, such as certain theft, as misdemeanors. According to the California Department of Justice, after 
the passing in 2014, Proposition 47 caused an increase in vehicle break-in burglaries and shoplifting.  The previous-
ly declining rate of vehicle break-in burglaries spiked. 

Over the past fi ve years, San Francisco had to 
close 17 Walgreens stores, ten of which closed 
between 2019 to today, due to shoplifting. Stores 
like Target have had to shorten their store hours 
due to the increase in retail crime. In a FOXLA in-
terview, NEWSOM argued “the evidence doesn’t 
back it up… The last three decades, we’ve ac-
tually seen a signifi cant decline [of crime] in 
the state.” “That’s a fantasy world. Where are we living in? I mean, you 

could look at the numbers throughout California and the rest 
of the country. Crime is increasing. It is surging, and there’s 
no consequences.”        

- Los Angeles Police Protective League vice president Sgt.
Jerretta Sandoz

NEWSOM states that Proposition 47 has “given us 
the ability to invest an unprecedented amount of 
money back into the communities.” 

In 2020, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti said he 
never received the funds from the proposition. 

“I don’t know where that money is. 
I’ve been calling for three years for 
Sacramento to deliver that money. 
We haven’t seen these dollars. We 
need to have those dollars that were 
promised from Sacramento under 
Prop 47 come to local programs.”                                                                                      
- Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti

California Property Crime Surge Is Unintended Consequence of Proposition 47: Lawrence McQuillan, 2018 https://www.independent.org/publications/
article.asp?id=9417
California police sergeant rips Gov. Newsom for denying crime spike - He’s living in a ‘fantasy world’: FOXLA, 2021 https://www.foxla.com/news/california-
police-sergeant-rips-gov-newsom-for-denying-crime-spike-hes-living-in-a-fantasy-world

Target, Walgreens make drastic changes due to increase in San Francisco thefts: ABC7, 2021
https://abc7news.com/target-hours-san-francisco-walgreens-closing-sf-crime-near-me/10854900/ 

Shoplifting Has Forced Walgreens to Close 17 Stores: San Francisco News, 2021
https://www.thesfnews.com/shoplifting-has-forced-walgreens-to-close-17-stores/77228 

prOpErTy CriMES OUT Of CONTrOl



COUNT 5

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following 
accusation: That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in 
the State of California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and 
failure of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime 
victims, by consistently supporting laws and policies that have resulted in a total 
of 180,939 vehicles stolen in 2020, with an estimated total value of $1.6 billion. This 
means that a vehicle is stolen every three minutes in California.

NEWSOM CaN’T 
MaNipUlaTE ThESE 
faCTS bECaUSE hE 

CaNNOT MakE 
STOlEN CarS 
aNd TrUCkS
rEappEar.

• 180,939 vehicles stolen in 2020,
with an estimated total value of $1.6
billion.

• A vehicle is stolen every three
minutes in California.

• According to California Highway
Patrol, the top stolen vehicle models
are the Honda Civic 1999, 1998, and
2020. The average value is $3,000.

• The most commonly stolen per-
sonal truck/sport utility models are
the Chevy Silverado 2001, 2002, and
the Honda CRV 2000.



COUNT 6

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following accusation: That de-
fendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State of California, committed derelic-
tion of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of Cali-
fornia, especially crime victims, by supporting anti-public safety laws and releasing drug dealers which 
led to the increase of dangerous drugs in our community and the rise of fentanyl related cases.

UNdEr NEWSOM, fENTaNyl CriSiS ragES ON

NEWSOM iS a STrONg SUppOrTEr 
prOpOSiTiON 47 aNd ab 109.   

In Riverside County alone:
• 800 percent increase in fentanyl deaths.
• In 2020, 227 fentanyl related cases
• In 2021, on track to have between 500 to 600 deaths

prOp
47

ab
109



COUNT 7

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following accu-
sation: That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State of 
California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure of leader-
ship, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime victims, by failing to 
curb the homeless issues, which contributes to the rise in crime.  

• For some time now, California has had the highest homeless population. 
• In 2020, California had a homeless population of 161,548 and this number is expected to 
increase even more throughout the year. 
• In Los Angeles (LA), crime involving the homeless, as the victim or the suspect, dispro-
portionately makes up eight percent of all crime. LA has a homeless population of about 
40,000 which is only one percent of LA’s total population. One percent of the population 
representing eight percent of all crime is outrageous. 
• Crime involving the homeless makes up 15 percent of all violent crime. These rates are 
slowly increasing. 
• In 2018, crime involving homeless people accounted for only 13 percent of all violent 
crime in LA. California needs legitimate leadership to improve the increasing homeless 
population and crime rates.

What is really going on with homeless crime? We crunched the numbers: ABC7, 2021. https://abc7.com/feature/homeless-crime-los-angeles-data-respon-
se/10827722/#:~:text=Crimes%20involving%20homeless%20people%20tend,and%20so%20far%20in%202021 

CalifOrNia: hOMElESS SWEET hOMElESS



COUNT 8

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following accusation: That de-
fendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State of California, committed der-
eliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure of leadership, in violation of trust of the People of 
California, especially crime victims, by micromanaging an “independent” agency in decisions big and 
small, delaying and preventing timely reform, and accepting unethical donations from PG&E that plead-
ed guilty to 84 counts of felony involuntary manslaughter. 

• Several documents from the California Public Utilities Commission revealed that PG&E 
had to submit work to the governor’s offi  ce for multiple approval processes. 
• Even after the conviction of 84 counts of involuntary manslaughter, for recklessly causing 
the most destructive fi re in California, NEWSOM supported PG&E. 
• Under NEWSOM, PG&E was rewarded and given protection after their guilty plea. 
• To make matters worse, after PG&E fi led for bankruptcy, stating that they are unable to 
pay the $200 million in fi nes.

In addition, NEWSOM’s early release program has 
caused an inmate fi refi ghter shortage. Inmate fi re-
fi ghters are a crucial part of fi ghting fi res in Cali-
fornia. The California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation will close up to eight inmate fi re 
camps. During this year’s extreme drought, Califor-
nia will experience a tough fi re season, especially 
without those inmate fi refi ghters. 

‘Blood money’ – California politicians and campaigns received $2.1 million from bankrupt, guilty PG&E 
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/california-politicians-campaigns-2-million-pge/103-4161feb9-1591-4ff c-9fda-d9c49d7173b8
California faces an inmate fi refi ghter shortage because the state released them early due to the pandemic: CNN, 2020  https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/24/us/
california-inmate-fi refi ghters-trnd/index.html 

“We do whatever the governor tells us to 
do, period. You don’t do anything with-
out [Gov. Newsom’s] staff  reviewing it or 
talking to you or approving it. And that’s 
the way it was.”           

– Former California Public Utilities 
Commission executive director Alice 
Stebbins

“The money they’re taking is blood money. 
They’re just as guilty as PG&E is.”   

– Phillip Binstock, the father of a victim 
who was killed by PG&E fi re.

CalifOrNia iS ON firE WhilE 
NEWSOM TakES blOOd MONEy



COUNT 9

NEWSOM’S 
bad laWS

CHARGE
The People of State of California in 58 counties therein hereby make the following ac-
cusation: That defendant NEWSOM, on or about January 7, 2019, to present, in the State 
of California, committed dereliction of duty, absolute incompetence, and failure of lead-
ership, in violation of trust of the People of California, especially crime victims, by sup-
porting propositions, signing laws, and giving executive orders that increase crime and 
diminishes consequences. 

In 2020, NEWSOM also 
supported Proposition 25 
which would replace the 
cash bail system with a 
Risk Assessment Referen-
dum. In April of this year, 
California temporarily ad-
opted a $0 emergency bail 
schedule due to COVID-19 
concerns. This temporary 
period acted as an example 
for what could have hap-
pened if Proposition 25 had 
passed. Just in Yolo County 
with the $0 bail schedule, the individuals who reof-
fended, since their release on $0 bail, have committed 
152 new crimes, 76 of which were felonies. Even during 
the two month period of having no bail, Yolo County 
had to rearrest and rerelease hundreds of criminals. 
The impact of a permanent criminal justice system 
without bail is unimaginable.

• Proposition 36 in 2012, which reformed California’s 
Three Strikes Law to ensure offenders who have com-
mitted certain do not go to prison for life. 
• Proposition 47 In 2014, a state-wide measure to reclas-
sify the lowest-level crimes such as simple drug pos-
session and petty theft from felonies to misdemeanors. 
• Proposition 57 in 2016, a state-wide measure to create 
opportunities for early release by expanding parole el-
igibility. 
• Proposition 25 in 2020, which would replace the case 
bail system with Risk Assessments Referendum. 

Laws Newsom Signed that are Dangerous to Public 
Safety

Phase out of CA Juvenile Justice system: SB 823 (Budget, 2020) fails 
to acknowledge the serious mission changes and reforms DJJ has 
undergone over the past decade and-a-half and the progress it has 
made in rehabilitating juvenile offenders. It also tramples on the 
rights of the victims of these offenders, and in many cases, will place 
offenders right back into close proximity with their victims.

Student Truancy and Disorderly Conduct: AB 901 (Gipson, 2020) 
will limit school districts’ ability to refer students to probation offi-
cers and the courts over issues of truancy and insubordination. It re-
moves sanctions for habitual disruptive behaviors that may be lead-
ing them toward delinquency. If we are going to have a compulsory 
educational system, then there simply has to be some penalty for 
disrupting the education of every other child.

Criminal Justice Fees: AB 1869 (Budget 2020) prohibits counties 
from collecting administrative fees charged to adults in the criminal 
justice system, such as for booking and arrest, work release programs, 
home detention, electronic monitoring, and public defenders.

AB 1290 (Durazo, 2020) eliminates unpaid outstanding balance of 
any county assessed or county ordered costs imposed, prior to Jan-
uary 1, 2018, related to various fees for juvenile care and adult home 
detention, electronic monitoring and drug testing.  Counties are un-
able to collect on these fees thereby forcing county governments to 
eat these costs.

Probation Length of Terms: AB 1950 (Kamlager, 2020) the maxi-
mum period of probation supervision for misdemeanor offenders 
to one year and for felony offenders to two years, a reduction from 
the existing three year maximum for misdemeanor offenders and 
the existing five year maximum (or the maximum sentence for the 
crime, whichever is greater) for felonies.

Handgun Microstamping: AB 2847 (Chiu, 2020) The outcome of 
this bill is to reduce the number of handgun models available for 
sale in California to citizens of this state. Since 2013, when micro-
stamping was originally certified by the Attorney General, not one 
firearm has been added to the roster while hundreds have been re-
moved. This bill will only increase that trend denying consumers the 
option to purchase, safer, more modern firearms while increasing 
black market sales.

  https://www.votesmartjustice.org/candidates/gavin-newsom
  Gov Newsom Endorses Prop 25 to Replace Predatory Money Bail with a System Based on Public Safety: 
Arnold Ventures, 2020 
https://www.arnoldventures.org/newsroom/governor-newsom-endorses-yes-on-prop-25-to-replace-predato-
ry-money-bail-with-a-system-based-on-public-safety/ 



I have been a child safety and victims’ rights advocate 
ever since the October 1, 1993, kidnap and murder of 
my twelve-year-old daughter Polly. As the founder of the 
non-profi t KlaasKids Foundation, I have testifi ed numer-
ous times before federal and state legislatures. Speaking 
credits include the 1996 Democratic National Conven-
tion, death penalty debates at the New Yorker Festival, 
Trinity College in Dublin, IE, and a college tour with Un-
abomber brother David Kaczynski. I have given Keynote 
addresses for numerous law enforcement and civilian 
conferences. Writing credits include two editorial opin-
ion columns each in the San Francisco Chronicle, San 
Francisco Examiner, the San Diego Union Tribune, and 
the San Jose Mercury News. I have also written editori-
al opinion columns for the Cleveland Plain-Dealer, the 
Portland Oregonian, the Wyoming Tribune-Eagle, the 
Merced Sun-star, the Vallejo Times Herald, the Las Vegas 

Review journal, the Oakland Tribune, the Seattle Times, and the Los Angeles Daily News. I also 
published a death penalty article in Newsweek Magazine. On September 11, 2017, my most re-
cent Op Ed appeared in Fox&Hounds. I have made hundreds of appearances on CNN, HLN, the 
FOX News Network, CNBC, and MSNBC. Other television credits include serving as host for fi ve 
segments on American Journal, serving as host for two segments on Extra! and serving as host for 
one segment on Current Aff air. I have appeared on all three network morning shows, Th e View, 
Oprah and most of the major television news magazine programs. I live in Sausalito, California, 
with my wife Violet.

MARC KLASS



STEVE HERR
I was born in Bronx, New York, June 21,1948, 
and raised in Freehold, New Jersey. I serve as a 
United States Marine from 1967 to 1970. Aft er 
the service, I graduated Monmouth College 
(now Monmouth University) in 1975. Soon 
aft er, I moved to California in 1976.  I received 
a master’s degree (1990), taught special ed-
ucation for the Los Angeles Unifi ed School 
District from 1979 to 2004, and then taught in 
Orange Unifi ed from 2004 to 2010.  

I married Raquel in December 1979 and my 
son, Sam, was born on May 29, 1983, which 

was the best day in our lives. Sam was our only child. He was a decorated combat veteran and he 
served three years with the173rd Airborne. He then spent fi ft een months in Afghanistan (Camp 
Keating). (Sam’s unit is mentioned in Jake Tapper’s Th e Outpost) 
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